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Rhode Island State Leadership Team (RISLT) for the Development of Next Generation Science Standards 
Name Personal Information 

Mario Andrade, Ed.D. Assistant Superintendent , Bristol-Warren Regional School District 

Comfort Ateh, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of Education, Providence College – Academic focus in classroom assessment, 
effective instruction in science, urban schools, teaching and assessing science for EL students 

Daniel Bisaccio 
Lecturer in Education and Director of Science Education, Brown University – Presidential Award for 
Excellence in Science Teaching recipient (NH)  

Dale Blaess Kindergarten Teacher, Newport Public Schools – 2010 Milken Family Foundation Award Winner  
Donna Casanova K-8 Science Coordinator, Providence Public Schools – Middle School Educator 
Glenisson deOliveira, Ph.D. Associate Professor of Chemistry, RI College - Co-PI, RITES Project 

Desiree Derix 
Grade 6 Science Educator, Westerly Middle School, Westerly Public Schools.  JASON Project Lead 
Trainer. 

Paula Dillon Director of Curriculum and Instruction, Barrington Public Schools 
Jay Fogleman, Ph.D. Assistant Professor of Education, Univ. of RI – Pre-Service Secondary Science Education Coordinator  
Lenora Goodwin Biology Educator, Central High School, Providence – National Board Certified Teacher 

Angela Goulart. 
&th Grade Science Educator at Calcutt Middle School, Central Falls School District.  Member of AFT 
Critical Stakeholder Review Team for the NGSS 

Raquel Goulart Science Educator at Mount Hope High School, Bristol-Warren Regional School District. 

Carolyn Higgins 
Science Educator at Winman Junior High School, Warwick Public Schools.  President, R.I. Science 
Teachers Association. 

Shareen Knowlton Director of Education, Roger Williams Park Zoo 
Rudolf Kraus, Ph.D. Assistant Professor of Educational Studies and Coordinator for Science Education, Rhode Island College. 
Bridget Kubis Prescott Director of Education, Save the Bay 

John Labriola 
Grade 7/8 Science Educator & Science Curriculum Coordinator, Chariho Regional Middle School – 
Amgen Award for Science Teaching Excellence winner 

Maria Lawrence, Ph.D.  Professor of Elementary Education, RI College – Pre-Service Elementary Education  

Frank Lenox 
Physics Educator, East Greenwich High School – State Finalist Presidential Award for Excellence in 
Science Teaching, Amgen Award for Science Teaching Excellence winner 

Judith Lundsten Assistant Superintendent, Cranston Public Schools 

Jeffrey Macari 
Technology Educator, Smithfield High School – President, RI Technology and Engineering Education 
Association 

Peter McLaren Science and Technology Specialist, RI Department of Education 
Charles McLaughlin, Ph.D. Professor, Coordinator for Technology Education, Rhode Island College 
Rudolf Moseley Director of K-12 Science Education, Providence Public Schools 
Daniel Murray, Ph.D. Professor Emeritus Geosciences, Univ. of RI - Co-PI, RITES Project 
Robert O’Brien Superintendent, Smithfield Public Schools, 
Robert Pockalny, Ph.D. Marine Research Scientist, Graduate School of Oceanography, Univ. of RI – Co-PI GEMS-Net 
Diane Sanna Curriculum Director, Tiverton Public Schools  

Jeffrey Schoonover 
Interim Director of Instruction and Assessment, Portsmouth Public Schools - Presidential Award for 
Excellence in Science Teaching recipient  

Jennifer Solek Science and Technology Specialist, RI Department of Education 
Christine Smith Executive Director, RI Science and Technology Advisory Council 

Kristen Swanberg 
Senior Director of Education, Audubon Society of Rhode Island  – Vice President, RI Environmental 
Education Association 

Andrea Stein Program Instructor – Roger Williams Park Zoo 
Heather Taylor STEM Coordinator, South Kingstown Public Schools 

Charlene Tuttle 
Grade 4 Educator, Melrose School, Jamestown Public Schools - Presidential Award for Excellence in 
Science Teaching, Amgen Award for Science Teaching Excellence recipient 

Susanne Warburton 
Grade 2 Educator, Fishing Cove School, North Kingstown Public Schools – State Finalist Presidential 
Award for Excellence in Science Teaching, Amgen Award for Science Teaching Excellence recipient 

  
  


